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John A Roebling,

(1806-1869) the father of the
modern suspension bridge, was
gifted with a brilliant analytical
mind, inexhaustible curiosity, and an
iron will. While working as a canal
surveyor, he witnessed an accident
caused by a snapped hemp cable
and had a breakthrough revelation
about the superior strength of
wire rope—a discovery that would
shape his career. By 1845 he
had completed two prototypical
suspension bridges—the Pittsburgh
Aqueduct over the Allegheny Canal
and the Monongahela Bridge in
Pittsburgh —that would inform all his
future designs.

Roebling’s most famous design
however was the Brooklyn Bridge,
completed in 1883. This design was
conceived in 1855. His descriptions
make it clear that he had worked
out every aspect of the bridge, from
its two colossal granite towers to
its four suspended steel cables, in
minute detail well advance of June
1869, when approval for the bridge
was granted. On june 28, 1869,
while determining the Brooklyn

tower site, Roebling’s foot was

crushed, ironically, by a ferry. Three
weeks later, before ground had been
broken on the bridge that would be
his elegy, Roebling died of tetanus.
The task of bringing the bridge into
being was passed to Roebling’s son,
Washington, and wife, Emily.

— “Bridges, A history of the world’s most famous and important spans”

Judith Dupre’



	photo: 
	back button: 


